
One from each column

Earnings replacement
(Contributory)

Earnings replacement
(means-tested)

Housing costs Council tax In work Children

(not means tested)

Children

(means-tested)

Disability
benefit

c ESA (or nsESA) ir ESA HB (working age) - WTC - CTC -

cb JSA (or nsJSA) ib JSA - - - - - -

- IS - - - - - -

ns ESA UC (SA) UC (HCE) - UC (SA) - UC (CRE) -

ns JSA - HB (homeless or
supported accommodation)

- - - - -

SRP PC HB (pension age) CTS / CTR - CB - PIP (working age)

- - - - - - - DLA (child)

- - - - - - - AA (pensioner)

[in work]
(inc. SSP/SMP/SAP/SPP)

[in work]
(inc. SSP/SMP/SAP/SPP)

[No eligible
housing
costs]

[too much
income]

[too much
income]

[no children] [no children] [not disabled]

[doesn’t meet NIC
conditions]

[too much income] [too much
income]

[too much capital] [too much
capital]

(applies to UC only)

[higher earner
>£50k-£60k]

[too much
income]

[not sick, not pension age
& not seeking work]

(Eg. carer for young child)

[too much capital]
(note. different capital rules for PC)

[too much
capital]

[not liable for
council tax]

[not
working]

[too much
capital]

(applies to UC only)

[in receipt of CA]

[in receipt of MA]

[exhausted entitlement]

Key

Legacy system UC system Outside of
both systems

Possible explanations as to
why none apply



UC Universal Credit

UC (SA) Universal Credit (Standard Allowance) This is similar to the basic personal allowance for JSA / ESA / IS

UC (HCE) Universal Credit (Housing Costs Element) The part of UC that replaces HB

UC (CRE) Universal Credit (Child Responsibility Element) The part of UC that replaces CTC

ESA Employment and Support Allowance Unemployed & too sick to work

JSA Job Seeker Allowance Unemployed & fit for work

PC Pension Credit Pension age and low income

IS Income Support Some specific categories including carers and lone parents of children under 5

HB Housing Benefit Rented housing costs (either private or social housing)

CTS / CTR Council Tax Support / Council Tax Reduction (two names for the same thing) Help with the costs of Council Tax

WTC Working Tax Credit Working more than 16 hours a week (single) or 24 hours a week (between a couple)

CB Child Benefit Responsible for a child and not on a very high income

CTC Child Tax Credit Responsible for a child (means-tested but no capital rules)

PIP Personal Independence Payment Disability benefit for working age people (not means-tested, no contribution conditions)

DLA Disability Living Allowance Disability benefit for children (not means-tested, no contribution conditions)

AA Attendance Allowance Disability benefit for pensioners (not means-tested, no contribution conditions)

CA Carer’s Allowance

SSP Statutory Sick Pay

MA Maternity Allowance

SMP Statutory Maternity Pay

SPP Statutory Paternity Pay

SAP Statutory Adoption Pay

SSPP Statutory Shared Parental Pay

SRP State Retirement Pension Pension age and has sufficient NI contributions or credits


